
Frequently Asked Questions About TC3AA Membership 

Who is eligible to join the TC3 Adjunct Association (“TC3AA”)?  
Any individual who has been employed at TC3 for any semester between FA15 and the current semester with 

the following titles: 1. Any title which includes the word “Adjunct” (e.g., Adjunct Instructor, Adjunct Tutor 

Adjunct Librarian, Adjunct Counselor, 2. Borg Warner Math Review, 3. Culinary Lab Assistant, 4. Engineering 

Lab Tech, 5. Medication Supervisor,  6. Para-Professional Tutor, 7. Peer Career Coach Supervisor, 8. Vector  

Scholar Coordinator. Note: Adjuncts who are eligible for membership in the Professional Administrators Association 

(PAA) by virtue of other TC3 full or part-time employment are not eligible for TC3AA membership.  

 

Wait, didn’t I already sign something last year? Didn’t that make me a member? 

In the 2014-15 academic year a majority of TC3 adjuncts signed “union authorization cards” so yes, it’s very 

likely you signed one too but, no, that doesn’t make you a member of the TC3AA. And, yes, it’s also possible 

you already signed a membership card (actually a majority of current TC3 adjuncts have already signed mem-

bership cards as well). There’s no harm in filling out a second membership application but another option if 

you THINK you already have joined but aren’t sure is to email tc3adjunctassociation@gmail.com. We’ll let 

you know within 24 hours whether or not you are already a member 

 

Why should I join the Union? 

Because the more adjuncts who are union members, the stronger an organization we’ll be. Joining the TC3AA 

also allows you to participate in some important votes including the Sp17 ratification of a Constitution and By-

laws of the TC3AA and election of the TC3AA Executive Council. Ultimately, when a first contract is negoti-

ated, only members will have the right to participate in the ratification vote. Essentially (and crucially), being a 

TC3AA member gives you a voice in your Union. Your TC3AA membership also gives you most membership 

privileges  (including access to the Member Benefits programs) in our affiliates, NY State United Teachers 

(NYSUT), the National Education Association (NEA), and the American Federation of Teachers (AFT).  

 

Are there initiation fees? How much are union dues? 

There are no initiation fees. As for dues, our “parent” unions — NYSUT/NEA/AFT — have a firm policy of 

not charging any dues until our first contract with the College is negotiated, ratified, and implemented (ie not 

charging any dues until AFTER we are receiving our union-negotiated raise). Even then, dues are pro-rated 

based on your TC3 earnings. Most adjuncts in NYSUT/AFT affiliates pay somewhere between 1-1.5% of their 

gross adjunct earnings. 

 

I’m a UUP/NYSUT member at SUNY Cortland. So I’m already a TC3AA member, right? 

Wrong. NYSUT/AFT locals are autonomous. In order to have voting rights in the union that will represent you 

at TC3, you need to join the TC3AA. 

 

Is my name going to appear in a list of members on a flyer or on the web? Are you going to give a 

copy of my membership form to the College? Is there going to be a posting of members in the  

Adjunct Office? 
No, no, and no. We HOPE you’ll boast about your TC3AA membership to family and friends (and even 

strangers) but we don’t “announce” members’ names publically and TC3 will not have our membership lists. 

 

What are the downsides of joining the TC3AA? 
There aren’t any. 

 

I have another question that hasn’t been addressed here. 
Contact us at tc3adjunctassociation@gmail.com 


